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PURPOSE: 

 

 

The purpose of this Reference Guide is to inform all staff working with students with 

disabilities about the change from the special education eligibility term “mental 

retardation” (MR) to “intellectual disability” (ID). 
 

MAJOR  

CHANGES: 

Not applicable. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: In accordance with Rosa’s Law (Pub. L. 111-256), the Los Angeles Unified School 

District has updated our Welligent and other data systems to reflect the new eligibility 

terminology. The term “mental retardation” (MR) is changed to “intellectual disability” 

(ID) in all systems. 

 

PROCEDURES: 

 

When determining eligibility for a student being considered for special education 

supports and services, the term intellectual disability (ID) will replace mental 

retardation (MR). The criteria that have been used for determining the mental 

retardation eligibility will continue to be used to determine if the intellectual disability 

(ID) eligibility is appropriate.  

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

Not applicable. 

RELATED 

RESOURCES: 
 

Public Law 111-256 – Rosa’s Law 

 

ASSISTANCE: 

 

For assistance or further information, please contact: 

 

Geri Fuchigami, Coordinator, Behavior, Transition, and LRE Support 

geri.fuchigami@lausd.net, 213-241-8050 

 

Beth Kauffman, Director, Psychological Services 

beth.kauffman@lausd.net, 213-241-8303 

 

ROUTING 

  All Schools  

  Instructional Area  

     Superintendents    

  Instructional Directors 

  Special Education Service  

     Center Administrators 

   Psychological Services  

      Coordinators 

  School Administrators 

  All Other Staff Working with  

     Students with Disabilities 


